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Environmental Education and Awareness-Raising

Environmental Education and Awareness-Raising

Vie strungly belisve that ingreasing awareneass
of ur environment and the lssues i faces

are vital if wa are to achleva change. The
Greznsand Trusthas a dedicated eduation
t2am working to develop and dativer a range
of edumtional and wvrareness-ratsing projects
warking with sthools, youth groups, unl-
formed organsations, play groups and adult
groups. Duting 2022/23 they worked with
3,037 chldren with our Education Voluntears
glving fust over 200 hours of thelr thme,
Children studied habltats, Investigated plants
and grovath, pend dipped, bug hunted,
explored differsat sites and had lots of fun.
There were vishs t Tiddenfoot Waterside
Park, Rushmer Country Park, Maulden Heath
ard Waods and more,

The team planned and deliverd 3 t2acher
tralning sessdon for support staff at a Luton
schaot looking to Inaeaze the wnfidence of
thelr staff In uting the outdoors and have
supponted the Bedfordshire Swilt Group In
planning and defivering school assemblfes
for Siwift Awareness Veek.

Our flagship scheme for young people, the
Youth Rangesy, works with a group of young
people aged 12-18 aver a six month perod,
providing a varety of pracica! conservation
end developmental adtivithes, working dasely
together and leaming new skifts - admingting
10 the achlevement of a Johin Mulr Discovery
Level Award,

The 202123 Youth Rangers complated a
vatety of tisks 3t Rushmere Inchding small
mammal bapping, hesthland restoration,
{ence bulding, green woodworking and
assemblng nestbe kits, Sevaral of the Youth
Rangers 2o halped with “Feed the Sinds”
event b October and the November falry
lantem making event. 11 Youth Rangars
‘graduated’ on a beavtful, mid and sunmy
Febuary day at Rushmere, with thelr John
Mulr Avards being presented by Siman
Colller, ane of our Trustees.

The Education Yeam also supported the Big
Garden Birdwalds at Rushmete, the Friends
of Knolls Wood with thels October hall term
event and worked tovards developing SEND
{Special Educatiopal Neads} provision In the
Trust's events programme.

The Greersand Champlons scheme, the award
recognising positive environmental adtion by
young people, also runs eadh year with the
ovenall winner announted in the summet
This year's welldeserved winners were
Redbame Uppat School's Envirunmental
Group for thelr engagement with local
environment3) work fn Ampthal and Flitwide
Thelr activities Induded improving recycing
weithin the schoot and preseating thelr con-
cerns about environmentat degradation and
dimate thange to an audlence of coundlors
from CBC and town and parish coundils ata
student 'COPY* evant.

Qur annual Bug Lab programme reumed

for ts 15th year during the summer holidays
thanks to Cenrat Bedfordshlre Cound's Aaive
Outdoors funding. Seven sessians over six
venuss attracted over 70 young peopie to
explore, identily and remrd aeepy aavdias
vilth thelr famies. As ahways the Bug Labs
were wall supported by Bedfordshire Natura}
History Sodety mambers.

We afso embarked on a hew progamme -
WISE wood - with a small group of puptls
from Henlow Academy. This offered 12
dlsadvamaged Year B pupils the opportunity
to engage In a sedes of activitles to enjay,
feam about and develop a connection to the
naturat world whils bullding thelr self-esteem.
Based malnly at the Warking Woodiands
Centre and working with the same group

of young peaple over time enabled a more
meaningfil experdence with deepar leaming to
ke place than the usual oae-off school visit,
Following very positive feedback from the
staff and pupits involved in thiz pifot projeat,
we hape 1o repeat and cpand 1his olfer to
other schools by the fure,

Biodiversity and Heritage

The Beds Repiite and Amphiblan Group visited
Cophil Lakes, Sandy Smith NR and Dutk End
NAto carry out night-time torching surveys for
breeding ampivblans. A busy toad cossing
vaas distivered on the rvad outsida the
entrance ta Gophil Lakes, Manltoring of the
impact of dear on the woodland at Sandy
Smith Nature Reserve In the spring deardy
showed that the reduced stalking over the
previous two years caused by lodidowns has
fesulted in {ncreasing damage to ihe wood-
land ground fora, setting back the progress
that had baen made,

A vary successyl evening vall was hald at
the Sandy Smith Mature Reserve for the Beds
Bird Ty and Beds Nawral History Sadiety in
hung with about 30 people attending.

We worked with the Beds Nanural History
Sodety, the WildRfe Trusy, the Blodhversky
Recnrding & Monitoring Comre and Chaliscape
to develop a Flera Guardtans profect In the
county. The alm s to bulld up a network

of volunteers monfloring rare plants, If this
wotks well s haped to exend it to Indude
spede from other groups, Trustimvolvement s
being suppanzed by the Peter Smith Charltable
Fund for Habwre. As part of the pilat veork for
this prajedt, monltoring was cnled out by
staff and volunteers aver the summer months
on spedes such as marsh violet, sheep's-bit
and bog plmpamel (pictured), a rare plants
now present in only one or two places on the
Greznsand Ridge,

Viith preparatary work maving fenward at
Clophlt Lakes Nature Reserve, thete vias
much activity foassed on this site to support
this — bur objecives for the site indude
protecting and enhandng its habitats and
spedes white providing epportunities for
people of all ages and abilities to explore and
engzge with the site In a sensitive mannet.

A great deal of survey work was Grrled aut tn
help Inform the future development of the site
ard ensure it is protected. Botanlaal survey
veork was qrriad out on Calnhoe Castle
Scheduled Monument and survey work was
also caned out on the area of the future
visimr centra as part of the planaing appScation,
Skylark transects were repested In Apil and
May and the she was again cheded for
badges acthvity. The Beds lavenebrate Growp
paid ancthes visk In Octobes ~ they have sdded
over 300 spedes 1o the site fist in 2022

0wt 10-year Higher Level Stewandship agreement at Maulden Heath came to an end In
September bid, 35 with many sudh schemes, it was edended until there Is more darity
regarding the futurs of agn-emvironment schemes. The Beds fnvertebrata Group vished
the site in August, making a number of interesting finds,

nJuly wa had a meeling with the Operations Manager snd Elogist fom the Bedford
Group of Dralnage Boards. They wers In the prozess of wiiting » new Blodiversity Action
#lan for the Group which hapelully should tead to somo pasitiva collabaratian T huture.

v iUl

Hxt

Forestry England lvvited us to join a mecting
with thelt Oak Processiondry Moth team st
Maulden Wood, This Imvasive non-native
spedes was aeddentally Imoduced to the UK
1n 2005, 1t has ngw been found on oak trees
In Maulden Wood and a number of athers
Totally. The caterpiliars ive gregariously In 2
web on branthes, have Irfting halrs which
catise rashes and can be 3 hazard o peopls.
and dogs.

Sandy Smith Hature Recerve agaln hosted 3
harvast mouse pest stirvey tralnlg moming
for the Bads Mamma! Group as part of the
nationa! Harvest Mouse survey, Trust staff
and volunteers have found harvest mouse
nests at Clophili Lakes, SSHA and Altton Moor
and Duck End NAL

A nevi plece of tarved masonry from the
ruiried 13th aentury folly was found In Upper
Alders during woodland vork In the avtume.
This was therefore able to be tncuded Ina
generst watkover survey of SSHR by archae-
ologins that was tamiad outin Decembet

A maeting was hald with the Wildife That
officer who b updating Bedfordshire’s Andent
Woadland imvantory for Naturat England,

We wiere abls to provide loca) knawledge and
nples of old maps for 3 numbes of wood-
fands, 2nd to help publicise their request fot
volunteers to help with the project.

Yrust Patron Pete? Smith MBE and valued
donor Thurstan Adburgham visited Kings
Wood In Heath and Reach with staff to look at
woodiand plots the Trust has secured in the last
fews years, Induding the plot Thurstan spedifl-
eally helped to buy. SignBant areas are now
ovenad by The Greensand Trurt, Vildife Trust,
Central Bedlordshire Coundt and Tannag, all
of whom work with Natural England to ensure
this wonderful andent woodland (and the
only Natlonat Nanure Reserve In Greensand
Country} bs managed approprately.



Flagship Sites

Flagship Sites

Welcome to

Country Park

Rushmere Country Park remalns the Trust's flagship site for engaglng large numbers of
people with the wildile, landscaps and hecitage of Greensand Countsy. Jointly owned
with Centrat Bedlordshire Coundli, and managed by the Trust on a day-ta-day basls, this
167ha site with woodland, heathland, meadow, wet woodlsad and open water habitats
provides much to explore. A network of tralls for walkers, cydists and horse riders, with
two saudgture trails, oY supported through the Herons View Visitor Centre, Traatops Café
and afé acliles at the Stodgrave entrance means there ks something for everyone,
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RKING

WOODLANDS CENTRE

The Working Woodlands Centre, Maulden Wood, provides the Infrastrudure to support
and stimulate the pasitive management of woodiands, to benefit vildiife, people and
the lol rural economy. We have agreed a memorandum of understanding with Forestry
England to enable Joint woring on shared chjectives, induding enabling leaming sctivi-
ty sesslons at Maulden Waod, in addition to further develaping the training and educa-
tion events held at the Workdng Woodland Centre,

Visitor umbers continued to recver foBowing

Rushnere vas suaessful ln retainlng s

the kmpacts of the Pandemic and the flurry Green Flag Award for the thind yar with
of named storms that Impacted i excefant his s realfy b ta
year. There was a great tumout of around us, as the Green Flag Award Is the Intemation-

2,000 people in June for the Summer Fayre

& Doy Show - our first major ecent sinca the
pandemic. We pannered with the RSPCA
wiho organised the dog competition and the
trade stals. The Trust managed the set up, @r
parking and cataring. We had just over 300
vehides thraughout the day whith equatesto
toughly around 2,000 visitors, plus those local
isitors who waked in.

Low water levels caused by hot dry weather
aused problems for a vising red kite, which
had to ba tescued from Heron Lake after
fanding on exposed mud and subsequently
siakdng) X was taken to a nearby anlmat
sanduzly to feavee

3 standard for public parks. Lots of sctivitles
took place an ske over tha yeat Induding a
summer plure trall, two savenger hunts,
Iwo CBC Kplorer’ events plus a Mindfuf
Drawing evenl. As usuai the sita hosted fts
annual Feed the Binds eventin Dcaber and
the Gafé hosted Chiistmas oaft acthites
during December. A Greensand Country Art
Exhibiton was displayed In the atdum of the
Visitor Cantre with sauiptures by arist Emify
Traty.

Site Management & Development

The anaua) Heron Watdh attraded many
people to witness the spectade of our grey
herons breeding. Several new volunteers
Joined the team’, and about 18 pales of
herons nested, so 1t was an ali-tound success!

n March, Rushmere successfully hosted the
Bildsh Ordenteerdng Champlonship,

‘The Waorking Woodtands Centre has been a key
training hub, supporting rural crafts and skls,
These have Induded hedge baying worshops
and guided walk tralning, giving the public and
our volurtears the opportunity to leam new
sKEs teught by experts i their flelds.

“The Trust also led 3 Teadher baining Day for
teachess to visit vith the education team to
buMd confidence in using the cutdoors for
teadhing. The day was followed with two visits
In June vihvere th teachers retumed with 120
of thelr pupls for summer woodland walls.

‘Thiough our wodshops, the ¥ofking Wood-

‘Tha Trust's first WISE wood programme was
lards project cosminties to support start-up defrvennd with diadvantaged young people
woodland araft businesses. As bhasbatorunits,  engaging In meaningRul ativities to develop 3
the workshops have given currarts abtlp-  stonger onnedtion o the naturel world
g hand to grow and develop thelrwoodland  Children were able to build their seesteem
businesses, sharing hertage KIS and produdts  and sease of welibelng whilst enjaying the
with the publle. vewodland seting and using the Centre asa

base.
The Working Woodlands Centre has also
supported lke-minded infdatives agoss
Greensand Country, providing them with
@ 1pace to meet and nun tralning courses,
Avidevadety of groups have benefited,

Induding Bedfordshire 3, the Bedfordshtre

Hatural Wistory Socety and Fora Guardans
piojedt, and the Sovth Midlands Orfenteerng

The Trust manages o ranga of shes, from the tiny Dudk End Nature Reserve hn Maulden,

Hight up to Rushimere Country Park. Thase Indude sitas sudh as our own Sandy Smith Rature
Restrve, sites we Jease such as Maukden Heath, and sites we manage on behalf of others
Induding local authorities. Across all of these sites we seek 10 manage them for the benefit of
wildiife and the peopla visiting them and provide oppartinities fot focal peopla to voluntesr.

At ClophB! Lakas Hature Reserve we planted
the rzmatnlng 7,000 trees bn the area
[dertified to become 3 ‘wet woodland', an
Importart habitat in the Fit Valley. Funding
was seaxred from Granticape 10 treate a S0m
Iength of boardwalk between the two maln
lakes, eomplete with a viewing platform,
which will hedp provide access during wetter
pesiods, orates 8 viewpolnt over the westem
lake and protect habitats and spedes from
tampling.

St and volunteers have been busy doing
preparatory work dearing the mutes of fulure
patways and fladlides, and also preparing
areas for archaeclogiaal surveys, Views
have been opened up 2goss the lakes and to
Calnhae Castle,

Voridng with CBC the Trust contiries to
support Invatuable loc! Fiends Groups,
usvally made up of loal volunteers focused
ona dngle sita, Acthides during the ysar
have included coppldng with the Friends of
Linslade Wood, white the Friznds of Studham
Comemon planted varlous spedes of apple
ree to commenmorate the Queen's Jubllze.
We helped the Fiends of Edgwick Farm at
Wobum Sands manage this Important shte,
supported hadge laying 2t Knolls Wood and
a helly dearance task at Heath Wood acd
Meadow, Hedgedaying has also been aking
place with the Friends ol Tiddenloot
Vizterside Park,

At Sandy Smith NR the volunteers have been
putting theit new hedge-laying sidlls to good
se, tackling a further stretch to add to the
length done at thelr tralning day fast yest.
The annual reedbed cut was @nfed outin
February and scrub mntrol has taken place.
Saub control was also the order of the day in
one of the 555 firlds at Maulden Kesth, Vork
for Centra] Bedlordshire Coundt induded two
rida management tasks at Centenary Wood
and a tree planting task at Aitwlck Wood,

Yozl o
the Flit Vavey

At Rushmere, heathland restorstion continued

with the assistance of our weekly volmteer
groups. Yhe Youth Rangers helped dear and
open up the viewing area on Loods 1l bk
g back aarass to the viitors’ centre and also.
Installed a rustic fence.

In AmpthiE, where tha Yrust wppods the
in 0k Wood, Kightjar Valley and ontords W1 Town Coundt with th
K and olber green spaces, the bey site ks
Ampthil Great Park. A range of activithes have  Installing dralnage fo keep water off the bike
ahen place here, fram the usual maintenance
and safety work fo the management of the
County Wildfife Site add grassland together

\\’ork 3t Aspley Woods Involved the ongoing
ftrls, emoval of enoffidal
trafls, repals work to vandalised fending and

park trafls,

with bracken puling. Other tasks Indudad
woodland management and atting back
trees and scrub to reduce shading on Lhe
great-gested newt pand.




Volunteering and Cormmunity Engagement

Partnerships and Development Projects

The Trust could not achizve 3 raction of what it does without the support of its many and
varied wolunteers, Wa aim to offer a range of inleresting and rewarding opportunities

to getTavalved In our wod, which Indudes supporting edutationa! activities and visiter
engagement alongside practical eonservation volunteering,

194 reglstered volunteers contributed 2
sraggering 12,495 hours acoss the Trust's
area during the yeat improving habltats and
helping prople of al ages Jeam about and
enjoy the Greensand Country area,

At Rushmare, voluntzess played a kay role st
the Summzt Fayre snd Dog Shaw, manning
a s, marshalfing G parking, running
chiidren's acthittes and helping with setting
up and paddng away. Throughout the year
Visdtar Services volimtpers hava played a
audal ke i providing Information and
suppott ta thousands of people, helping
them male the most of thele visi,

Buring the yaar wa introduced 2 serias of
volunteerted guided walks,
aimed at both staff

and volunteers,

helpleg everyone 5
find out more 4
about the shes

we manage,

10 May the Trusthad 2 stafl at Clophil Fela to
tafk lo people about the Gl Flan and plars for
the Lakes The fete was very well altended,
enabling o to meet many local prople and
disauisy our plans for the ClophM Lakes Nature
Reserve,

In Septamber about 5O yoluntzers, stafl and
trustzes steended our annual eventng event
at Rushroere, held to thank voluntsers for afl
thelr efforts on the Trust's behalf,

The Trust aftended the Unslade Canal Festivat
once agaln, prometing Grensand Country
and also talting to local people who don't
visit Rushmerz, to bopefully help engage s
wider range of people In the future. The Trust
also had a smalf stall at the flitton Moot
bamstom In July, with Information on the
Trust's work and on Himalayen balsam,

Velunteers featured n 2 Countryside Code
Videa ¢reated by Cemrat Bedfordshire Councl.
The yidea shawased Rushmere Country Park
in a positlve manner and sent out a grat
message,

The Greensand Trust recogalsas that werking in parinership with others helps Increasa
what we aan alf achlave, plays to the strengths of everyons and helps thz area magnify
its vuice to a higher level - “Envircamenta) Partnenship In Actfon® is more than justa
strapiine, 1t is an tmportamt way of working.

We work in partnership at alf levels, Induding with natlonal and reglonal argantsations
s well as ot partness, indownens, husnesses and commumities,

As the Gresnsand Country Landscape
Farnership came wwards the end of ks
Lottzry-fundad phase, tha Natlona] Lottery
Heritage fund vislted the area to look at @
range of completed profects Induding the
newly rehubbhed ‘Cage’ in Silsoz, 2 farmer
village fock-up for housing locat miscreams.

This was followed by a celebratlon reeeption
3t Moggerhanger Park In eardy Decembar.

The Partnership has recetved 2 glowing
endorsement from Uiz Bates of the Heritage
Fund: *Sarling 3 Landscapa Partnasship

from scratch ts 2 huge challenge and all the
partners and the team have warked hand since
2015 to deliver Iong-lasdng change to the
Greansand Country Jandscape and ks
ommunides. This sustalned efforthas
aeated 2 reslient partnershlp that matines
to develop beyond our support, maldng the
Greensand Country Landecape Partnership an
exemplar in sucesshul eoflaborative worklng*,

The Trust Is now leading the Partneniip in ity
“Fonward Plan' phase, whh funding secured
from a locat dhasitable bust to wpport the
Parmarship Co-ordinator role for the next two
years, G first past-NLHF AGM vias held and
working groups established to develop and
suppont the delivery of new wmilsborative
profects, suth as our new “What's inthis
field?* QR code based Interpratation project.

Through GCLP the Trust also supported the
High Sherd Lady Jane Cifford's “Walk the
Walk, Talk the Talk” event which involvad
walking the entrery of the Greensand Ridge
Walk over fiva days, We were espedally
pleased that Lady Jane chose ta use the
Greensand Ridge Walk as the foeus, vish-
Ing Rushmere and the Working Woodlands
Cenge. The a'm of the event vas to tonnect
people vworking In different parts of the
charitable szctat, with the lo environment
at fis heart, and the Trust ks cantinuing to
workup potesital new opportunies as o
result,

Lol Natire Recovery Strategles are a key
element of the Govemment's 25 Year
Environment Flan, and through our work with
the Bedfordshire Locat Nature Partnership,
Natural England and the three focat authoritles
we hava fed on the Initial stages to prepane
to produce 2 Loa) Nature Recovery Strategy
for Bedfomshire, The Strategy will creatma
bluepant for where best to Iavast bn nature to
meate folned up networks of habitats, hefping
PItUME tecover recent and historlc lasses but
also adapt to our changlng dimate,

The state of our rivens and strzams has rlsen
rapidly up the agenda over the past yaar, and
the Trust coatinues to play 2n acive role In the
Upper and Bedford Quse Catchment Partner-
ship, The Trust has fed activites Including the
suppordng ard development of volunteen,
fives sestoration and projedt development.

We helped planeet tha River Restoration
Centra's new 'didzen River Habltat Survey’ and
presented at thelr natlonal corderence In early
summer and have defivered the targest and
most ambhicus programme of river habltat
surveys aver subsequent months.

The Trust has atso helped secure funds for the
Catchiment Partnership to ralse awareness of
Tssues around low Boves 3nd flooding and
comtinuas to ba a key partner bn the ambitious
‘Himalayan Balsam Eradication Projea’ along-
side the Wildlite Trust and BedsRCC, where
funding from Anglian Water’s krvashve Spedes
Fund enabled us to @y out mnsidemble
work mroiling Himatayan batsam this yeag
mosthy at Clophtll Lakas where It Is abundant
after years of neglect, Tha yaar was topped
off witha ‘Voluntesr Celebration Event’ held
at the Rufus Cantre, Fitwide tnspling the
yolunteers for the haure, the keynow speaker
waas Joe Pecarellt of the Zoologiaa! Sodety of
London {Z31), a plonzer of the ‘Outfalf Safait
survey methodelogy and leading sdvocate for
the use of ‘dilzen scientin’,

The Yrust is helplng Fitv/ick Town Coundl
trznshorm an area of former arable fanmiand
Ito a ‘Nature Park’ to mprove hadltats and
provide low kay recreational acress for bl
resldents, The propased Naturs Park will
Indude woodland and meadow areas, ponds,
trees and hedgerows — all setoutln s
“Masterplan’ developed by the Trust and
endarsed by Fiitwick Town Cound tn the
summer. We ook forvard tn eomtinulng our
wark with FTC and others oa this project to
tum the Masterplan into a reatityt

The
Greensand

Trust

The Flitwick Nature Park will atso be an
Importamt element of the Ampthill and Ritwick

Neighbourhacd Planntng helps foca!
ommunities have o stronger voice bt how

Green Whea!, for which o Masterplan i thelr lacat area develops In the future, and
also belng developed by the Trust and Bed- protecting and enhanding the tocal
fordshire Rural € Charhy. Is 2n essental part of this.
We villl ba workdng in partnenship with BRCC  Green Infrasmsctuta Plans, produced with the
and Central Bedfordshire Coundl on other Inpist of foca! ommunitles through veorkshops
Green Wheel Masterplans in the future, and survays, are the perfed way to do this,
helping dentify opportunides to oeate and over the past yaar the Trust has completed
validng, cychng and horse ding rovtes the Gophtll Grezn Infrastructure Plan and
connecting paople to the untryside and begun work on Gt Flans for Barton-le-Gay
green spaces dose t where they ive. and Aspley Heath, We've even crossed the
county boundary and begun work on an

*Environmental Enhancement Strategy’ for the
padh of Wing I Buckinghamshlre, as they
review thelr Nelghbourhood Flan,
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