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BFRS supports efforts to provide firefighting equipment to Ukraine

Monday 29 April, 2024

Firefighting equipment, donated by Bedford Fire and Rescue (BFRS), is winging its way to Ukraine as part
of a massive convoy of equipment donated from across the UK.

BFRS donated 20 SCBA sets, and 25 cylinders previously used by the service across Bedfordshire. The
equipment from Bedfordshire joins fire engines, hoses, ladders and thermal imaging cameras donated by
fire and rescue services across the country.

Thirty-three fire and rescue vehicles, carrying more than 2,800 bieces of equipment departed from Kent on
Tuesday 23 April.

Station Commander, Simon Daniels, has coordinated this latest BFRS contribution. He said: “This has
been collective effort across BFRS to provide humanitarian assistance to Ukraine. Everyone involved
should be proud of their efforts.

“Our thoughts remain with everyone whose lives have been devastated by the ongoing conflict.

“The donations, which are all surplus to requirements, will allow firefighters in Ukraine to provide vital
emergency response when people need it most. We very much hope to be able to support future convoys.’

)

Since the escalation in 2022 of the Russia-Ukraine conflict, colleagues from UK fire and rescue services
(FRSs), FIRE AID, the National Fire Chiefs Council, UK International Search and Rescue, the Home Office
and the Fire Industry Association have come together to help Ukrainian colleagues.

Nearly 90 vehicles and more than 190,000 items of fire and rescue equipment have been donated to date.

Nicola Dowlen
Pronouns: she/her
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WE DARE TO BEDIFFERENT  WE ARE ACCOUNTABILE

PUSH THE BUTTON! NOT YOUR LUCK! - TEST YOUR SMOKE ALARM
For advice on smoke alarms - www.bedsfire.gov.uk

DISCLAIMER: Bedfordshire Fire & Rescue Service, Fire HQ, Southfields Rd, Kempston, Beds, MK42
7NR, this is an Emergency Service governed by Bedfordshire Fire Authority, www.bedsfire.gov.uk

1) Confidentiality: This email is confidential and may contain privileged or copyright information. You
may not present this message to another party without consent from the sender. If you are not the
intended recipient please notify the sender and delete this email, and you are notified that disclosing,
copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly
prohibited.

2) Liability: This email is not a binding agreement and does not conclude an agreement without the
express written confirmation by purchase order or by letter headed paper.

3) Viruses: Computer viruses can be transmitted via email. The recipient should check this email and
any attachments for the presence of viruses.

4) Requested: Bedfordshire Fire & Rescue Service does not consent to its employees sending non-
solicited emails which contravene the law. In the event that you feel this email is such, please notify
Bedfordshire Fire & Rescue Service in order for the appropriate corrective action to be taken.

5) Employees: Any views or opinions presented in this email are solely those of the author and do not
necessarily represent those of the Bedfordshire Fire & Rescue Service. Any actions taken on the basis
of this email are at the reader's own risk.

6) Other: The sender of this emailis expressly required not to make any defamatory statements. Any
such communication is contrary to Bedfordshire Fire & Rescue Service policy and outside the scope
of the employment of the individual concerned. Bedfordshire Fire & Rescue Service will not accept
any liability in respect of such communication, and the employee responsible will be personally
liable for any damages or other liability arising.
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Successful first outing for virtual reality ‘Vision’ van

Thursday 25 April, 2024

Students from Barnfield College, Luton, became the first young people in Bedfordshire to experience
Bedfordshire Fire and Rescue’s newest tool to for road safety education, the Vision Van, yesterday (24

April).

Over 100 students came along to an afternoon of presentations from BFRS and Bedfordshire Road Safety
Partnership about the key behaviours which can contribute to serious or fatal collisions, have the Vision
experience and watch as a volunteer from the college was cut from a car.

This month (April), the road safety campaign #AlwaysConsiderMe has asked drivers to consider other road
users, by not breaking the law and committing any of the fatal five - drink and drug driving, not wearing a
seatbelt, excessive speed and distracted driving, including mobile phone use.

Vision uses dedicated hydraulic chairs inside the van which allows users to immerse themselves into a
virtual reality scenario, to better understand the factors and risks that can lead to a driver being distracted

or to lose concentration o‘r;gthe\r‘o,ag, .

Sabrina Barry, Head of Enrichment and Wellbeing at Barnfield College, said: “We're incredibly grateful to
the Bedfordshire Fire and Rescue Service and Luton Road Safety Team for visiting our students to deliver
this impactful workshop. Road safety is a very significant matter, and this session was a great opportunity
for our young people to be able to learn from the BFRS and Luton Road Safety teams about how to stay

safe when on the road.

“The Vision Van presents a unique opportunity to safely see the impact of road traffic collisions, allowing
people to understand the repercussions of making unwise decisions when behind the wheel.

“The feedback from our students was overwhelmingly positive and many commented that they now feel
more equipped to make positive choices to stay safe when driving or as a passenger.”

Some students who attended spoke highly of the workshop saying: "The VR was cool; it was like you were
there."

Another student added that they found the session to be a real eye opener; "Don't go on your phone and
don't be silly. Keep your eyes on the road and you'll be safe."

Watch Commander Lee Murphy, from Luton Fire Station who led the event for the fire service, said: “This
was a great opportunity to engage with the students, some of who are new drivers or learning to drive, we
see first-hand how using a phone while driving can have devastating consequences. It was all about raising

awareness to keep these young drivers safe on our roads”.



Schools, colleges and other higher education institutions are now able to book a visit from the team that
operates the Vision Van along with other community groups that allow young people to engage with the
impactful virtual experience.

According to figures from road safety charity Brake, drivers aged 16-19 are a third more likely to die in a
car crash than those aged 40-49, while nearly one in four 18—24-year-olds crash their vehicles within two
years of passing their driving test. Young drivers are also found to be at greater risk on the roads due to
inexperience and over-confidence.

The Vision Van is being used as part of Bedfordshire's Road Safety Partnership's mission to reduce road
casualties by 50 per cent by 2035.

To book the Vision Van please go to — Vision VR | Bedfordshire Fire and Rescue Service (bedsfire.qov.uk)

ENDS

Notes to editor

Funded jointly by the Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) and BFRS, the Vision Van is a road

safety vehicle that utilises virtual reality films to engage and educate young drivers in schools and
at local events.

About BFRS

Bedfordshire Fire and Rescue Service (BFRS) is the fire and rescue service for the ceremonial county of
Bedfordshire in England, consisting of the unitary authorities of Bedford, Central Bedfordshire and Luton. In
the last 365 we've had 19,562 incidents, of which 109 were fires.

BFRS has 14 stations across the county, with headquarters in Kempton, Bedford and employs 600 people.

Contacts:

Nicola Dowlen Email: Nicola.dowlen@bedsfire.gov.uk Mo@
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