



A meeting of the FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE of Arlesey Town Council held remotely via Zoom, on Tuesday 2nd March 2021 at 7.00pm.

PRESENT:	Cllrs:    R Wenham (Chairman)	       	S Hamilton
		            I Dalgarno			D Shelvey 				 
		            P Arkle				S Spoor
		            						
In attendance: Mrs Janet Bailey (Town Clerk), Mrs Jo Graves (Assistant Clerk) and 1 member of the public were present.
  
20/028	Apologies for Absence 

No apologies had been received.

20/029	Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
[bookmark: _Hlk2251457](Members of the Council are invited to disclose any personal interest or personal and pecuniary interests 	they may have in any items on the agenda for this meeting in accordance with the Council’s Code of 	Conduct for Members) 
[bookmark: _Hlk523217397]
29.1	To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda.

	Cllr Arkle advised that she had attended a meeting of the Arlesey Events Group.


29.2	To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests.     

	None
  
29.3	To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate.  A request for dispensation must be made on an 	individual basis.

	None

[bookmark: _Hlk57808313]20/30	Public Participation - Standing Orders were suspended at this point and re-instated before proceeding to the next agenda item.

	R Watson asked if Ward Councillors had received a report regarding the flooding risk of Pix Brook which was 	undertaken in 2018.

	Cllr Dalgarno advised that the report was carried out by the Internal Drainage Board and he would 	enquire if it had been published.

[bookmark: _Hlk2252713]20/31	Minutes of the Previous Meeting – Members to consider and approve the minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 8th December 2020. 					
[bookmark: _Hlk65590837]
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 8th December 2020 be approved and be signed by the Chairman as a true recording of proceedings.
                              	                
20/32 	Planning Applications & Issues - go to http://plantech.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/  for full information.

	CB/21/00392/FULL: 21A Stotfold Road, Arlesey, SG15 6XL
Proposal: Raise roof ridge line.  Single storey rear/side extension and part double storey rear/side extension following demolition of conservatory.  Integrated front porch.  Loft conversion with rear dormer and front gable end.			                         
	
RESOLVED: that Council have no objection to this application,

20/33	Finance Review year to date – Members noted income and expenditure figures 2020/21 and virements required at end of financial year.	
	
	Approval of virements deferred to 16th March 2021 Town Council Meeting.	                      		
20/34	Annual Review of Council hire fees and charges for service – Members considered fee levels applicable 2020/21 and recommendations made by Clerk for fee setting across all Council facilities for 2021/22.  Fees last reviewed 2020. 											      

a) Village Hall Hire Fees	                           						      
  
b) Resource Centre Fees                             						      
        
c) MUGA Hire Charges    							                                

d) Cemetery Fees                            							      
      
e) Services Fees (litter picking and refuse disposal)                         				      

f) Grass Football Pitch Fees      

RESOLVED: that Council approve recommendation of Clerk to make minor adjustments as appended to Agenda largely retaining existing fee levels to assist hirers return to financial stability and group attendance following pandemic. Resource Centre fees to be brought in line with CBC Library Services charges.

[bookmark: _Hlk65069595]20/35	Bank Reconciliations – Members received current bank balances and note bank reconciliations to date that had been undertaken monthly by RFO and verified by Cllr signatory. 				   	      
	Members noted that £85,000 to be transferred into new Nationwide Building society account on 3rd March 2021.

20/36	Ear Marked Reserves Review – Members received a breakdown of EMR’s held year to date.	      
	Noted.

20/37 	Cambridge Building Society Account – Members to approve opening of new Council Saver account - current AER 0.10% - and transfer of £85,000 from UTB current account upon opening.  		

RESOLVED: that council approve opening CBS account and transfer of £85,000 from UTB current account upon successful opening.

[bookmark: _Hlk65143646]20/38	MHCLG Consultation PC1-21 Right to Regenerate – Members to consider response to NALC questions, contributing to Association’s response to consultation to be submitted on behalf of the sector. 	      

	RESOLVED: that Council agree that NALC should make response on behalf of Town Councils, suggesting that the regulations should not apply to lower tier authorities.

20/39	Ward Councillor Grant Application – Members considered submitting a Ward Councillor Grant application for a village notice board to be sited in area with significant elderly population, to engage and connect with residents to reduce isolation.								                   

RESOLVED: that Council approve submission of a Ward Councillor Grant application and purchase noticeboard from Whitehill Direct Limited, even if application unsuccessful.

20/40	Composting area Hillary Rise Allotments – Members considered costings obtained to create the allotment composting area approved by resolution 20/110.4   						

RESOLVED: that Council approve quotation for purchase of materials from MJ Ryalls for compost bins to be built by ATC Grounds person.

20/41	Public Participation on Items Arising From this Meeting - Standing Orders were suspended at this point and re-instated before proceeding to the next agenda item. Residents to note: names of speakers may be included in the Formal Minutes and published.

	There was no public participation.

	Meeting Closed at 7.38pm



	Chairman…………………………………………………………..	Dated……………………………………………………………….
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